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East Pasco’s California Street had an extraordinary ele-
ment to it on the evening of August 27th.  Hundreds of 
families filled Curie STEM Elementary at the school’s 
very first “Back to School Night”.  All who attended had 
the opportunity to meet and visit with their students’ 
teachers in a fun and social environment as they toured 
to familiarize themselves with the brand new school.  By 
finding their classrooms and meeting their teachers prior 
to the start of school, student anxiety on the first days of 
school can be reduced significantly.  Principal Valerie 
Aragon shared, “Students and parents were so excited 
to tour our beautiful school.   Here are some quotes from 
our students:  ‘It’s so big,’ ‘It’s like a high school,’ and 

‘It’s the nicest school ever!’”  Overall, this event fostered a warm climate of partnerships between 
students, parents and staff.  Magnificent job for hosting this exciting event Curie STEM staff!    

Try This Out 

The Practice Evaluation 
Reflection and  evaluation 
are important to consider as 
your ATP implements 
partnership activities.  By 
doing this, collaborative 
efforts are refined and 
progress is measured.  
Teams are encouraged to 
assess the quality of every 
event by using the “Practice 
Evaluation” which asks: 

 What was successful? 
How did you measure 
the success? 

 W h a t  w e r e  t h e 
challenges? 

 What  would  you 
change to make this 
practice better if you 
were to do it again? 

Completing this evaluation 
will provide your team great 
information for future 
activities!  This ATP tool 
and others may be found at 
h t t p : / / w w w . p s d 1 . o r g /
page/545 

NNPS Awards & More 
Pasco is entering its 11th  year of 
implementing the National 
Network of Partnership Schools 
(NNPS) model at all schools and 
last year’s success is continuing 
onto this one!  The office of 
School & Family Partnerships 
recently received the following 
exciting news: Pasco School 
District is a winner of the “2015 
Partnership District Award” from 
NNPS at Johns Hopkins 
University.  It is the 9th 
consecutive time this award has 
been given to Pasco for its 
sustained programs of school, 
family, and community 
partnerships throughout the 
district.  Per the award letter, 
“This district takes systematic 
and well-structured actions to 
communicate with its schools and 
to help them establish robust and 
important partnerships with 
students’ families.”  More 
magnificent news followed!  One 
Pasco school earned the “2015 
Partnership School Award”.  A 
well-deserved congratulations to 
Ochoa Middle School!  This is 

ATP Summer Training + STEM 
Thank you to all ATP Chairs and 
Principals who attended this year’s 
summer training on the morning of 
August 12th!  This annual training 
provided ATP leaders important 
information and tips to get a jump 
start on this year.   Also, for the 
first time ever, ATP leaders had the 
opportunity to stay and attend a 
“STEM Family Engineering Night” 
session coordinated by Megan 
Nelson, Director of STEM Initiatives 
& Instructional Technology. This 
session was hosted by scientists 
Frannie Smith and Elizabeth 
S t e p h e n s  f r o m  P N N L . 
Representatives in attendance 
received training and the necessary 
tools to host a future engineering 
night at their school.  By hosting an 
activity l ike this, parents’ 
understanding about students’ 
skills and attitudes towards STEM 
subjects are boosted. Hosting a 
Family Engineering event provides 
parents with the opportunity to 
develop and encourage their child’s 
(and their own) understanding and 
excitement about STEM careers!  
Remember, this is a great activity to 
add to your ATP One Year Plan!  

Ochoa’s 3rd Partnership Award 
and as quoted in Ochoa’s 
award letter, “(This is) clear 
evidence of your commitment, 
over time, to developing a 
strong program of family and 
community engagement to 
support student success in 
school.” In addition to those two 
awards, Pasco has another 
reason to cheer!  Six schools 

and the district have practices 
that have been selected to be 
published in the 2015 
Promising Partnership 
Practices (PPP) collection.  Be 
on the lookout for your school’s 
copy of the 2015 PPP so you 
can read all about these great 
ideas!   

Spotlight On: Back to School Night at Curie STEM 

Connection 

Smiles, laughter and high-fives were evidence 
of the excitement experienced by attendees. 

Featuring in 2015 PPP:  
 
 

-Franklin STEM Elementary 
-Twain Elementary 

-Robinson Elementary 
-Whittier Elementary 

-Ochoa Middle School 
-Chiawana High School 
-Pasco School District  

http://www.psd1.org/page/545
http://www.psd1.org/page/545


Resource Corner: NNPS Samplers Important Dates: 
 

STEM Education Month 

October 
 

All ATP Chairs Cluster 

Meeting #1 

Pasco High School 

October 6th  

4:00—6:00 p.m.  
 

Open House & Dedication 

Curie STEM Elementary 

October 15th  

5:00 p.m. 
  

Open House & Dedication 
McClintock STEM Elementary 

October 29th  

5:00 p.m.  
 

ATP Basics:  School & 

Family Partnerships 101 

Stevens Middle School,  

Room P-602 

October 20th  

4:00—6:00 p.m.  

Pasco School District  

School & Family Partnerships 

1120 North 22nd Avenue 

Pasco, WA 99301 

Fax:  509-546-2854 

“ATP Connection” is published by the Pasco School District  for members of the Action Teams for Partnerships.  For questions or  

concerns, contact Special Programs  at the number listed above.   

This section of the ATP Connection newsletter will highlight NNPS publications.  
These research and involvement based resources feature ideas that may be modi-
fied and easily adapted to enhance your school’s program of school, family and com-
munity partnerships.  It is our hope that teams will reference these resources and 
implement ideas that will engage all families as partners in student success!   

 
NNPS Samplers are brochures that provide family and com-
munity involvement ideas by topic or goal.  Fifteen Samplers 
ranging in themes from reading and math to middle and high 
school topics are each designed with the following compo-
nents:  an introduction to the topic, a review of research, and a 
myriad of supporting activities or practices published in previ-
ous NNPS Promising Partnership Practice collections.  If your 
ATP is looking for fresh ideas to try out that will support your 
One Year Plan, Samplers are an excellent reference to ex-
plore. This resource is available online or you may check out a 
copy from the ATP Resource Library by contacting District 
ATP leaders at (509) 543-6771!    

 
For more information and details about this resource 

please visit the NNPS website at:  
http://nnps.jhucsos.com/success-stories/samplers/ 

 

Quote of the Month:  

“Alone we can do so little, together we can 
do so much!” - Helen Keller  

http://nnps.jhucsos.com/success-stories/samplers/

